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The Betsy Ross flag is an early de-
sign of the flag of the United States
popularly attributed to Betsy Ross us-
ing the common moatifs of alternating

red - and -white striped field with white
stars in a blue canton. The flag was
designed during the  American Revolu-
tion and features 13 stars to represent
the original 13 colonies. The distinctive
feature of the Ross flag is the arrange-
ment of the five -pointed stars in a cir-
cle.

Although most flag historians do not
believe Betsy Ross to be the maker of
the first American flag, the Betsy Ross
story has become publicized and com-
mon, accepted by many Americans.
According to the legend, the original
Betsy Ross flag was made on July 4,
1776, when a small committee, includ-
ing George Washington and George
Ross, a relative of hers, visited Betsy
and discussed the need for a new
American flag. Betsy's contribution to

the design was a five  -pointed star
(instead of a six -pointed star, as  Fran-
cis Hopkinson used), and she accepted
the job to sew the first.

An important distinction must be made between
the Betsy Ross legend of the flag's origin, and the
actual historicity of the design. The flag was in
use by 1777. Alfred B. Street described it at the
surrender of General Burgoyne and understood
the circle of stars to represent equality among

the American states. It is one of the oldest ver-
sions of any U.S. flag known to exist; while it is
not the oldest surviving flag artifact in cloth form,
its likeness appears on older physical relics,
namely, the contemporary battlefield paintings by
John Trumbull and Charles Wilson Peale. They
depict the circular star arrangement being flown
from ship masts and many other places, and thus
provide the first known historical documentation
on the flag's appearance.

The Betsy Ross story was made public after the

close of the Civil War . In its state of emotional,
economical and social recovery, the United States
embraced the patriotic tale. The story was popu-
larized again as nationalism spread in response to
increasing emigration from Europe . Between
1885 and 1892, the American flag was celebrated

with the births of  Flag Day and the Pledge of Alle-
giance .

Mrs. Ross was now effectively set up in the busi-
ness of flag and color making for the govern-

ment, she never knew what it was, to use her

own expression, "to want employment.” This
business remained with her and in her family for
many years. Edited from Wikipedia
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